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Overview

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than
that of a single 4G station. The main factor behind this increase in 5G power
consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under
a full workload, a single station uses nearly 3700W. 

Why does 5G use more power than 4G?

The data here all comes from operators on the front lines, and we can draw
the following valuable conclusions: The power consumption of a single 5G
station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than that of a single 4G station. The main
factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high power usage
of the active antenna unit (AAU). 

How does mobile data traffic affect the energy consumption of 5G base
stations?

The explosive growth of mobile data traffic has resulted in a significant
increase in the energy consumption of 5G base stations (BSs). 

What is 5G BS power consumption?

The 5G BS power consumption mainly comes from the active antenna unit
(AAU) and the base band unit (BBU), which respectively constitute BS dynamic
and static power consumption. The AAU power consumption changes
positively with the fluctuation of communication traffic, while the BBU power
consumption remains basically unchanged , , . 

What is 5G base station?

1. Introduction 5G base station (BS), as an important electrical load, has been
growing rapidly in the number and density to cope with the exponential
growth of mobile data traffic . It is predicted that by 2025, there will be about
13.1 million BSs in the world, and the BS energy consumption will reach 200
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billion kWh . 

Why is low 5G energy consumption important?

With new devices and use cases increasing the capacity of the networks, the
demand to ensure low 5G energy consumption is critical to minimizing
operator expenses and ensuring they can still meet energy reduction goals.
How can NR bring an answer?

 Figure 1: Global mobile data traffic outlook [Ericsson Mobility Report, June
2019].
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Why does 5g base station consume power quickly 

  

Energy consumption
optimization of 5G base
stations ...

Aug 1, 2023 · 5G base station (BS), as an
important electrical load, has been growing
rapidly in the number and density to cope with
the exponential growth of mobile data traffic [1].
It is ...

  

5G Power - IEEE ComSoc
Technology Blog

Aug 8, 2020 · Currently, China has been most
aggressive in developing 5G networks, with more
than 400 5G-related innovative applications in
transportation, logistics, manufacturing, and ...

  

5G Base Station Growth: How
Many Are Active? , PatentPC

Aug 4, 2025 · Energy efficiency improvements in
5G base stations are projected to reduce power
consumption by 15-20% per year One of the
biggest challenges with 5G is its high power ...

  

What is the Power
Consumption of a 5G Base
Station?

Nov 15, 2024 · Why is 5G Power Consumption
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Higher? 1. Increased Data Processing and
Complexity These 5G base stations consume
about three times the power of the 4G stations.
...

  

Base Stations - IEEE ComSoc
Technology Blog

Aug 7, 2020 · Look at this test data, this is
already the world's top-level base station,
produced by the world's top suppliers, using the
most advanced chips from Japan and the United
States. ...

  

5G network deployment and
the associated energy
consumption ...

Jul 1, 2022 · The simulation results show that 700
MHz and 26 GHz will play an important role in 5G
deployment in the UK, which allow base stations
to meet short-term and long-term data ...

  

Front Line Data Study about
5G Power Consumption

The power consumption of a single 5G station is
2.5 to 3.5 times higher than that of a single 4G
station. The main factor behind this increase in
5G power consumption is the high power ...

  

Powered by Solar Storage Container Solutions



Page 6/8

5G base stations use a lot
more energy than 4G ...

Apr 3, 2020 · Carriers have been looking at
energy efficiency for a few years now, but 5G will
bring this to top of mind because it's going to use
more energy than ...

  

Improving energy performance
in 5G networks and beyond

Aug 25, 2022 · The lean design of 5G NR
standards represents a major improvement
compared to LTE, enabling unprecedentedly low
energy consumption in 5G networks, and
beyond.

  

What is 5G Energy
Consumption? 

Aug 18, 2025 · 5G Base Station Power
Consumption: With each base station carrying at
least 5X more traffic and operating over more
frequency bands, 5G base station power
consumption is ...

  

5G Base Stations: The Energy
Consumption Challenge

Dec 11, 2020 · According to ABI Research
analysis and certain infrastructure vendor
statistics, the typical three 5G massive MIMO
64T64R AAUs at a site need to consume more
than 2600 ...
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Research on Performance of
Power Saving Technology for
5G Base Station

Jun 28, 2021 · Compared with the fourth
generation (4G) technology, the fifth generation
(5G) network possesses higher transmission rate,
larger system capacity and lower transmission ...

  

A technical look at 5G energy
consumption and performance

Sep 17, 2019 · Find out how 5G New Radio
energy saving features can enable operators to
build denser networks, meet performance
demands and ensure low 5G energy
consumption.

  

Power Consumption Modeling
of 5G Multi-Carrier Base ...

Jan 23, 2023 · However, there is still a need to
understand the power consumption behavior of
state-of-the-art base station architectures, such
as multi-carrier active antenna units (AAUs), ...

  

How much faster does 5g
consume power than 4g? 

Nov 23, 2023 · 5G will consume power faster
than 4G to a certain extent, but with the
development of technology and optimization of
equipment, more efficient 5G equipment and ...
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Energy Management of Base
Station in 5G and B5G:
Revisited

Apr 19, 2024 · Since mmWave base stations
(gNodeB) are typically capable of radiating up to
200-400 meters in urban locality. Therefore, high
density of these stations is required for ...

  

Learn What a 5G Base Station
Is and Why It's Important

A 5G base station is the heart of the fifth-
generation mobile network, enabling far higher
speeds and lower latency, as well as new levels
of connectivity. Referred to as gNodeB, 5G base
...

  

A picture tells you why 5G
base stations consume so
much power

Jun 23, 2025 · However, while 5G base stations
are blooming everywhere, the saying that the
energy consumption of 5G base stations has
become a veritable "electric tiger" is also ...

Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.chrisnell.co.za
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