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Overview

In 2025, the City of Ottawa established official plan and zoning provisions for
battery energy storage uses in accordance with new Official Plan policy.Does
Ottawa have a battery energy storage system?

A battery energy storage system. (Photo by City of Ottawa.) Posted Jan 24,
2025 01:47:28 PM. Last Updated Jan 24, 2025 02:57:01 PM. Changes have
been made to the city’s Official Plan and zoning bylaws to create a building for
storing electricity in off-peak hours from the grid. 

Who approves energy storage systems in Ontario?

The primary authority for the Installation and Approval of Energy Storage
Systems connected to the electrical grid in Ontario is the Electrical Safety
Authority (ESA). The ESA administers Part VIII of the Electricity Act and
oversees the Ontario Electrical Safety Code (OESC). 

Who owns energy supply in Ontario?

While the Province of Ontario is the regulator and owner of electricity
generation supplies, municipalities have siting authority over new proposed
renewable energy generation and storage projects, such as BESS. The
approved amendments set policy direction for siting BESS within Ottawa’s
rural and urban areas. 

How do battery storage systems work in Ontario?

Battery storage systems play a crucial role in Ontario’s electricity system by
offering flexibility and resilience. They help balance supply and demand,
particularly during peak hours, by storing excess energy when demand is low
and releasing it when needed. 

What changes will be made to Bess in Ottawa?

The amendments approved on Jan. 23 will set policy direction for BESS, in
both rural and urban areas. Additionally, the city will be required to
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demonstrate that Ottawa Fire Services’ are satisfied with the design of each
BESS facility, meeting effective fire and safety risk management. 

Are battery storage units subject to Planning Act requirements?

The battery storage units associated with a BESS facility are subject to
Planning Act requirements. Therefore, specific land use policy guidance is
required to support BESS in Ottawa. These policies will be tabled at the
Agricultural and Rural Affairs and Planning and Housing Committees on
January 23 and February 5 respectively.
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Ottawa s new energy storage policy

  

Regulations approved for
battery energy storage
systems in Ottawa

Jan 30, 2025 · While the Province of Ontario is
the regulator and owner of electricity generation
supplies, municipalities have siting authority
over new proposed renewable energy generation
...

  

Ottawa council votes to
support new battery ...

Jun 12, 2025 · Ottawa council votes to support
new battery facility Council voted to move
forward on a controversial battery energy
storage system despite the ...

  

Ottawa residents split on new
rules for energy storage
facilities

Jan 25, 2025 · A city committee passed new
regulations Thursday that lay out the ground
rules for companies looking to build battery
energy storage facilities in Ottawa, but residents
are split on ...

  

Energy storage system
policies: Way forward and
opportunities ...
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Dec 1, 2020 · ESS policies have been proposed in
some countries to support the renewable energy
integration and grid stability. These policies are
mostly concentrated around battery ...

  

Ottawa city council throws
support behind rural battery
energy storage  

5 days ago · Ottawa city council overturned a
unanimous rejection of a municipal support
resolution (MSR) for a controversial battery
energy storage system (BESS) in the South
March ...

  

Energy policy regime change
and advanced energy storage:
...

Apr 1, 2018 · This paper employs a multi-level
perspective approach to examine the
development of policy frameworks around
energy storage technologies. The paper focuses
on the emerging ...

  

Ample lands in Ottawa for
residential growth, Committee
hears

Feb 5, 2025 · With those lands, Ottawa can
accommodate growth well beyond the 15-year
horizon required by the Province. The Committee
also approved Official Plan and zoning ...
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ottawa Archives 

Jan 28, 2025 · Developers looking to build new
BESS facilities in Canada's capital will have to
adhere to stricter regulations, following the
approval of amendments to the city's planning
and ...

  

Ottawa residents split on new
rules for energy ...

Jan 25, 2025 · A city committee passed new
regulations Thursday that lay out the ground
rules for companies looking to build battery
energy storage facilities in ...

  

CHINA'S ACCELERATING
GROWTH IN NEW TYPE ...

Jun 13, 2024 · The Coverage and Intensity of
Policies Continuing to Increase Technological
breakthrough and industrial application of new
type storage are included in the 2023 energy ...
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Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) Provisions ,
Engage Ottawa

Jul 28, 2025 · In 2025, the City of Ottawa
established official plan and zoning provisions for
battery energy storage uses in accordance with
new Official Plan policy. BESS is an emerging ...

  

Battery storage site land rules
reviewed by committee 

Aug 19, 2025 · The City of Ottawa's Agriculture
and Rural Affairs Committee has voted to
approve changes to the city's Official Plan that
would set out the land use policy direction for
building ...

  

Ottawa's energy future:
modernizing our grid for a ...

May 14, 2025 · We're carefully adding new
technologies to improve how we manage the
grid, creating one that's smarter and more
capable of seamlessly integrating distributed
energy ...

  

Energy storage system
policies: Way forward and ...

Dec 1, 2020 · ESS policies have been proposed in
some countries to support the renewable energy
integration and grid stability. These policies are
mostly concentrated around battery ...
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The impact of the
government's new energy
storage policy ...

New energy storage (NES) is a crucial technology
for effectively integrating distributed energy
sources and achieving a low-carbon
transformation in the power sector. Based on the
data of ...

  

Ottawa Shifts Net-Zero Grid
Deadline from 2035 ...

Dec 19, 2024 · The final version of Canada's
Clean Electricity Regulations (CER) will postpone
the deadline for fully decarbonize the country's
electricity grids ...

  

COMMENTARY: Ottawa's
Muddy Energy Policy Leaves
More ...

Jun 19, 2025 · By Kenneth P. Green Based on the
recent throne speech (delivered by a King, no
less) and subsequent periodic statements from
Prime Minister Carney, the new federal ...

  

Massive Battery Energy
Storage System project sparks
...

Jun 7, 2025 · A map posted on the website of
Evolugen shows the location of the proposed
South March Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) at 2555 and 2625 Marchurst Rd. near ...
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Committee approves
regulations for battery energy
storage ...

Jan 23, 2025 · While the Province is the regulator
and owner of electricity generation supplies,
municipalities have siting authority over new
proposed renewable energy generation and ...

  

Ottawa Leading the Way with
Battery Energy Storage ...

Feb 10, 2025 · Ottawa is leading the way in
sustainable energy by implementing new land-
use policies for Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS), ensuring both innovation and safety in ...

  

Energy storage policy analysis
and suggestions in China 

Moreover, it separates energy-storage policies at
the national level in China from the aspects of
industrial energy storage plans, incentive policies
for energy-storage applications in the ...

  

China's new energy storage
industry: Challenges and policy
...

In this regard, several key developmental
challenges remain. These challenges require
collective efforts and solutions. This study first
reviewed the development status of the new
energy ...
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Key Dates , Renewable Energy
Generation Facility (REGF) and
...

Jan 23, 2025 · The City of Ottawa is proposing to
establish official plan and zoning provisions for
renewable energy generation and battery energy
storage uses in accordance with new Official ...

Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.chrisnell.co.za
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